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B LAST RAIDER
o The 401st
- Fighter Wing
departs Mon-
day, and the
.. Raider goes with
it. Look for the
new four-page
R _ paper which will
- US. Air Force Photo by TSgz FermandoSere ~ pgplace it. Adios
End of an Era — 401st Fighter Wing Fighting Falcons, like thls Gne, will no Iongerﬂy overSpain. Bt ~ ~ Amigos from the
their legacy of fiight from Torrejon AB will live on. _ , " Raider staff.
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FESTIVITIES |

401st FW's final hurrah
'elunltes all base members

- The. festivities to’ commemo-
rate the. departure of the 401st

-Flghter Wing from Torrejon AB

Acontmue until after the depar-
ture ceremony Monday. -

The festivities, which started‘
by a common theme, ‘Strength Through -

with a basewide sports day April
24 are the result ofa collectlve
effort..

“We ]omtly planned depamne cere-. .

mony activities with our Spanish hosts

to honor the significant contributions
of the 401st FW to Torrejon,” said Lt. -
~Col. Willie- McCladdie, 401st Combat
Support Group deputy commarnider and

departure ceremony project officer. . -
“It took some doing, but I'm ex:.

~ tremely pleased with the planned fes-

tivities and invite everyone to get in- .

' Members from both the Spamsh »

and American wings participated. in

friendly . competition designed to:

strengthen friendships while exploit-

ing the skills of each nation’s nauonal ’

pastimes. .. .
- “All events were planned and tned

- Unity," because we appreciate the co-

_-operationand extended hand of friend-

- ship our Spanish friends have shown. -

throughout the years,” McCladdie said.
“Their participation in these vari- -

- ous activities is indicative of thestrong

friendships developed over the years.

They also wanted to see if Americans

really can play soccer,” the colonel said.

- As an added bonus, supporting the

festivities musmlly the Band of the
United States Air F_dre:s in Europe,

~ The Ambassadors will piay. Arriving
- from Germany, the jazz ensemble isset

to perform two farewell concerts for
the entire Torrejon AB community.
“The Ambassadors will perform their
firstconcertat the Roya] Oaks Theater
- today at 7:30 p.m.,” Capt. Shawn K.
- Mecham, 401st FW public affairs offi-
cer, said. “The scheduled two-hour
concert will feature music which ranges.
from the smooth, melodic hits of the
Swingin’ 1940’s ‘to the modern jazz-,.
rock sounds of the 1990’s.” -
Arrangements and featured solo-
1sts perform selections from the librar-

ies of Glenn Miller, Count Basie, Woody
‘Herman, Buddy Rich and many others,-

according to the mptam. .
‘Sunday, the Ambassadors perform :
for the TOITCJOII base- community at

‘the La Cita Recreation Cenfer at 7:30

p.m. “Both performances are free of
Charge and open to the pubhc, Mecham
said. .
- Monday, the 401st Fi ghter ng's .

~joint Spanish-American Departure
* Ceremony- begins at 10 a.m. on the
flightline, directlyin front of Hangar 6.

The. ceremony is open to the base

: populace and people are reminded to

: _ ) . : , — _ be intheir seats nolater than 9:30a.m.,
:3::: an:r f::;on:élly;ts:ggglr;u%ﬁ € GAll events were according to.McCladdie. In case of
all onl;f; onday.” ¢ - ' .planned and tled by a  inclement weather, the ceremony will
A Spamsh-Amenmn Sports day_‘_ | © common theme, " be held in-Hangar 5, at the same time.
‘kicked off the festivities April 24. The | ‘Strength Through frce?a: ‘?:m‘::egtz:'gr ol::dl:nl’yark
_day’s events began with a farewell golf N Unlty' because we. . from noo:l: until 4 p.m. “Everyone on-
oy et at the Cop tonwaod Golf 1 al’l"’re‘ﬂa‘le the °°°P' 1K Torrejon s invited to attend, and there
Course.’ Other sporting activities in- | - | -
: | . eration and extended will be music t00,” Mecham said.
cluded competition in soccer, softball _ - o
tennis, volleyball and basketball. - - hand of frlendshlp Besides the free food and soft drinks,
T w . -beer will be served for-a small _charge. -
'We gotoff to a great start. And we - our Spanlsh frlends | “American and h?food ot
ia:l a lot of p:lop le - s.i’;m:a;nd ‘ .have 3,"9‘""-._ , , menu for the day. In case of inclement |
erican -- taking part. &y wa 1 _ .f,weather,thepncmcwxllmovemdoors
great ume, the colonel saxd. - Lt. Col WIllloch_Claddle | "o La Cita. - . _
Raider _ e T o Bt ot i 00 28
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FINAL WORDS

Nelson: ‘Closmg 401st isn’t the end
of the world - it's the end ofan era.’

by SrA. Bob Crenehaw
. WFWMAM:O(ﬁa :

Spam has a dlfferent affect
on everybody who visits its soil,
and Col. Jerry L. Nelson, 401st
Fighter Wing commander, ‘
no different.

“What a change it’s been in _

the last year. You wouldn’t rec-
ognize this place from a year

ago,” said Nelson, recalling the - g

hustle and bustle of Torrejon
AB during Operatrons Desert
Shield and Desert Storm. -

" “The intensity a year ago was hke

nothing I'd seen anywhere, as was the = k&

enthusiasm and support we were get-

ting. Now, it echoes around herewnth _

so few people around, and the -
intensity gone. It’s kind of too qmet.

Nelson, who started out as the as- |
sistant deputy commander for opera-
tions nearly four years ago, saidhe -

has learned many things and has
several fond memories of hrs time at-
Torrejon.

“Throughout my 26 ywrs in the

wondered what it would be like,” said
Nelson. “After four wonderful years -
here, it’s taught me a lot about Spain,
- NATO, the mission and people.
When I think of Torrejon now, I
.think of all the challenges we faced
together -- and the successes we've
had during the past year or so. '
-“I've had five jobs in my four
'years here,” the colonel said, “and I .
“have enjoyed every single one of
“them and the challenges they pre-
sented, such as the tactical evalu-

- i-Nelson: “After four woridertul years
_hete; It‘staugmmeatotabmnseatn
"NATO tha mlsslonandpoopre v

All’ Force, I'd heard of Torrejon, and .

That was our job. The successes we

had during those tac evals convinced -
" the world we were ready and contrib-
-uted to the demise of the Warsaw

Pact and the end of the Cold War. |

B That was as much of a battle as.the

hot war down in the Gulf.

- “I'm going to remember all those

thirigs,” he said. “I have recorded
" every day here on a card, and I'll have

.~ them with me for the rest of my life.
T 'Then, I can look back on those days
—and reﬂect on them.

U.S.AkForul’hotoby'lS’. lndlA.Amu-B‘unth-

Madnd Spam is quite a drastic
change from Montpelier, Idaho, were

| Nelson was born and raised, but he
has “grown to like Spain.” Com-

menting on Madrid as “one of the -
most beautiful cities in the world,”
the people, culture and the fine
weather, he said, “Spain has it all.”
As to:how:much the 401st Fighter
ngwﬂi be missed in the future is
strl} tmseen, but Nelson said itall ..
deperidson.the polmeal climate of -
NATO. . :
“‘It"s harc[ 10 say how much
_NA‘I‘O will miss us, because Idon’t

' know what'the political situation will

'But, if we still need a .
NA’I‘Q:m ¢ future, we still need a

{ 401st and'I think we need it some- -
wheré in the Southern region.

certainly proved the value

of nS.kmuon. If the 401st is some-

where else, it’s going to be hard to
duphmte the strategic location we -
had in Spain.” -

- Colonet Nelson will be headmg to

__ Hilt AFB, Utah, as the chief, F-16. _
i3 Systems Program Management -
.-~ Division at the Ogden Air Loglstics

" Center. ', - —
ations we were doing three yeam ago. "

“Ruth and I would like to pass -

" our sincere thanks to every member

of the wing who made the past four
years truly memorable. It’s been our
best assi gnment, hesaid. .
“The people have been outstand-
ing, and we've made some life-long -

' relationships. We're lookmg forward
" 10 seeing whoever stops by. '

~-“Closing the 401st isn’t the endof
the world -- it’s the end ofarfera, he

- said. “We look forward to the

challenges ahead, and wish. God
spwd to everyone.”
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GOODBYE, SIR

Torrejon enlisted corps bids farewell
to their departing wing commander

by TSgt. Louls A. Arana-Barradas
4015t FW Public Affairs Office

Col. Jerry L. Nelson tells a
story about a vivid memory he
has of one particular day when
he was a boy growing up in the
mountains of Idaho.

Hesaid that while sitting atop
an old gray mare, as he and his
slightly older uncle were herding
cows, they both looked up into
the sky and saw the contrails of

an airplane flying overhead.

“Seeing a contrail in the early '50s
was something to behold,” the 401st
Fighter Wing commander said. “And
we both said, ‘some day we’re going to
do that. That was our dream.”

Many years later (April 22), and
what must have seemed like a million
miles from his beloved Idaho, the colo-
nel was a guest at a luncheon spon-
sored by the Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs for North America and Asia. As
he recounts the event, he said it was at
a beautiful Madrid club and in atten-
_ dance was the American ambassador
to Spain, the Spanish air force chief of
staff and other important people.

_ “Ifelt like this boy from the moun-
tains of Idaho was out of place,” he
said. “I was awe-struck by the occa-
sion.”

“I'll always remember that event,”
he said.

But addressing a capacity crowd of
Torrejon AB enlisted members at a
farewell breakfast they held in his honor
April 23 at the Novedades Inn Dining
Facility, he said, he was “serious as a
‘heartattack” when he said those events

didn’t “even come close to this.”
Heartfelt emotion, sadness and misty
eyes were evident at the breakfast, which

‘was hosted by CMSgt. Robert E. Then,

wing senior enlisted advisor.

“Never in my wildest dreams did 1
thmk that I'd be standing here before
this group today.

“Flying airplanes is great,” he said,
“But being able to command a unit like

‘the 401st and to work with people like

you just beats the wildest dream I ever
had -- including thatone on the old gray
mare.”

That morning, the colonel was in-
ducted into the Torrejon AB Chiefs
Groupby CMSgt. Larry D. Padgett, the
group’s acting president. He said there
was a good reason they voted to make
the colonel “one of them.”

“When the chief’s group was look-
ing for the straight answers to give the
enlisted folks, we asked Colonel Nel-
son to have breakfast with us -- to sit
down and discuss the issues.

“We didn't always agree, but when
we left, we always had the straight an-
swer,” Padgett said. “For that, we were
deeply appreciative,” he told Nelson.

“We thank you for what you've done
for the enlisted folks; we appreciated
your leadership during some very diffi-
cult times and we wish you the best of
luckand Godspeed on your new assign-
ment.”

The base’s First Sergeants Council
made the colonel an honorary first
sergeant and presented him with a
plaque. “The first sergeants ‘decided
that after all the time they worked with
Colonel Nelson, it was time he got
promoted to the rankof first sergeant,”
the council’s MSgt. Dutch Muys said.

Nelson was presented with some

mementos, including a photograph of
thelast F-16 Fighting Falcon, which he
piloted, to take off from Torrejon. And
knowing his fondness of golf, the en-
listed troops also gave him a gag glft -
a toy golf bag, clubs and balls.

The final memento, presented to
the colonel by Then on behalf of the
entire base enlisted corps, was a rep-
lica of Christopher Columbus’ sword. -

Before he said goodbye, Nelson had
one final bit of advice for his troops on.
a subject dear to his heart.

“On my wall, just before the mov-
ers came, right at the front door, was a
framed needlepoint plaque, and it says
‘Come Home With Honor.™ Hesaid it
was there to remind his family that
when they went out the door they were
to come home with honor.

And while he commanded the 401st
Tactical Fighter Wing (Provisional)at -
Doha, Qatar, during Operations Des-
ert Shield and Desert Storm, that state-
ment became a wing theme.

“And it (the theme) certainly ap-
plies today --toallof usin this room, to
all those who have come and gone from
the 401st Fighter Wing,” he said.

“It has been more than an honor
than you could possibly imagine to as-
sociate with you. I thank God for that
opportunity.”

Nelson said he will cherish the me-
mentos given him and that he’d be
disappointed if people didn’t come by
and shake his hand if they crossed paths
at his next assignment at Hill AFB,
Utah. “I mean that sincerely,” he said -
in parting. “Thank you very much and
may God bless all of you.”

His troops gave him a standing
ovation.
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Final salute: Col. Wade L. Paton 401st Figmer Wing deputy commander for operatlons gives
a final salute before taking off.in.ona of the last F-16s to leave Spain -

.' |N : & O UT

Colonel starts, finishes
F-16 tenure at Torrejon

by Sgt. Debble Aragon
4013t FW Public Alfairs

His emotions ran high
that warm, sunny day in
March 1983, just as they
did on that cold, over-
cast day almost exactly

‘9 years later.

Col. Wade L. Paton,
opened the chapter of F-16
‘flight at Torrejon AB, delivering
one of the first operational air-
craft to the 401st Fighter Wing
March 19, 1983. He also closed
it - flying one of the final four F-
168 assigned to the wing from
Spanish soil March 24, 1992.

It was a beautiful day, with
clear blue sky when Paton, then

"a major, and the other four pi-
lots in the five-ship flight were

preparing to land for the first

time on Torrejon’s runway.

~ Three days earlier, they had -
taken off from the General’
Dynamics facilities in Fort

Worth, Texas. From there, they
headed to Shaw AFB, S.C., and
finally, after several days of
aborts due to bad weather, be-
gan their eight and one-half
hour flight to Spain.

“I was excited to be coming

to Torrejon,” Paton, 401st

Fighter Wing’ deputy com-
mander for operations said.
“Spain has a great environment
to fly in and I was really looking
forward to it.”

As alternate flight lead, Pa-
ton’s aircraft was to be the third
to touch down. '

The first F-16 landed with-

out incident. The same couldn’t .

be said for aircraft number two
- the “pilot had forgotten to
lower the landing gear and it
skidded to a stop on its belly.

Because of this, what should
have been a historic event at
Torrejon, with the 401st FW
receiving its first five opera-

tional F-16s,ended with threeof -
the aircraft being diverted. to

Getafe ABon the south-eastern
corner of Madrid, about 10
miles from Torrejon.

Although arrival of the air-
craft didn’t go exactly as
planned, Paton and the other
two pilots, as well as the F-16s,

made it back to Torrejon the

next day.

World order has changed
since that day, particularly
within the last. several years --
words like ‘glasnost’ and ‘per-
estroika’ entered the world’s
vocabulary, the Berlin Wall

crumbled as the Cold War be- -
-gan its thaw, and Arabs and
Jews sat at the same table talk-

ing peace.

Those and many other

_changes are part of the reason

the 401st FW finds itself in the
position it’s in today.

“] was looking forward to
flying the airplane on that last
sortie,” Paton said. “But, I
wasn’t looking forward to it
because of the significance of us
taking the final four aircraft out
of Spain. It made me feel a little
sober.

“It’'san end of an era, but on
the other hand, it’s a sign of the
times,” accordingto the colonel.
“We've done our jobs, and
that’s one of the main reasons
we're leaving.”

During Paton’s time at Tor-
rejon, he made many friends
and feels he enjoyed a very good
relationship with his Spanish
comrades. -

“Perhaps our relationship

~with the Spanish air force was

best shown where, unfortu-
nately, everyone didn’t get to

. seeit,” Paton said.

During that final flight over
Spanish soil, on the way to the
French border, four Spanish F-
18s escorted the U.S. Air Force
F-16s. “As we were approach-
ing the border,” Paton said,
“Colonel (Francisco Jose

. Gomez) Carretero, the Spanish

air force 12th Wing commander
told us ‘It was a great experience
my friends, adios.” The four F-
18s, two on each side of our for-
mation, Tocked their wings. We
rocked ours to them and then

'theypeeledaw_ayfmmushkc

sets of fans.

“What a great way to.go
out,” Paton said.

Editor’s note: Paton’s flight
out of Spain may well have been
his last. His next assignmeny, to
Kirtland AFB, NM., is a non- -
flying position. But, accordingto
the colonel, he hopes to fly again.
But, if not, he’s been able to do
non-siop flying for 22 years and
he believes in the future Air
Force, many pilots won't have
the opportunity to do that.
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ADIOS, AMIGOS

fé/@'{/a Je ¥ %‘omaﬂ//(n.r/f Ao la
Base Airea e gaue/'ﬂ'w 0//. >frdns

Monday, an important chapter for Torrejon AB c]oses the end of the presence ofa
significant U.S. Air Force unit at this base after 26 years. A long period of time, during
which the Spanish Air Force and the U.S. Air Force worked together for the benefit of
peace and world stabxhty :

The 401st Fighter Wing has been the unit that almost monopolized permanence on
Torrejon throughout that period; and also, the most representative one, because of its
activity among all other units stationed at Torrejon and all the Spanish national territory.

Today, the men and women of the 401st, along with their families, can rightly feel'
proud because their efforts and their presence here had a positive meaning and result. .
The recent developments in the world we have lived through are just a sample of that.
But they have alsobrought closer together,on a personallevel, twoinstitutions -- the U.S.
Air Force and the Spanish Air Force and, definitely, our respective countries.

Today, as the time for departure nears, I pledge that these ties will grow stronger in

the future. I alsowish all the best both professnonal]y and persona]ly, toall those whoare
leaving. -

For the 12th ng and Torrejon AB, the 401st w111 alwaysremainina promment place ‘
in their history and in the hearts of its people

May God bless you all.

_ 'Ftancisco: José GOmez Carretero;
Colonel, Spanish Air Force, . o
Commander - o o o
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WING LEGACY

Fighter's engine whine now memory;
but wing history contlnues into future

by TSgt. Louls A Arana-Banadas
401st FW Public Affairs Office

The. sleek and sexy F-16C
Fighting Falcons, which once took
off from Torrejon AB to zoom
through Spanish skies, are gone
now. o

~ Since March 24, their distinc-
tive engine whine is just a mem-
ory. -
Now, their parent unit, the 401st
Fighter Wing, follows suit, as it pursues its
fighters on a journey into the pages of the
wing’s continuing history.
~ Because Monday, after 26 yearsof serv-
ice at Torrejon, the 401st FW also departs --
‘perhaps to reappear, like the miythical phoe-
nix, at a yet-to-be-determined location.
It’snot the first time the unit has moved,
and if its past h:sto:y holds true, it probably
won'’t be the last.
But all are not sad, because the 4OIst
FWisillustrious history spanned six decades
of distinguished peace and wartime service.

Like many times before, when it was time
for change, it moved on.

in the beglnnlng
Thesnazzy]etsﬂownbymngpllotsover
Spainare a far cry from the lumbering - yet
majestic — B-17 Flying Fortresses their
predecessors first flew. For the wing’s par-
ent unit, the 401st Bombardment Group

.(Heavy),wasbommtoaworldatwarand

weaned on mortal combat.

It all began March 20, 1943, when the
‘old War Department created the group,
tboughltwasonlya“paper"umtunnlApru
1, 1943. That’s when it was activated at

Ephrata Army AB, Wash., along with its

four bombardment squadrons, the 612th,
"613th, 614th and 615th.

The group remained at Ephrata just
longenoughto get its peopie and equipment

and transferred to Geiger Field, Wash.,

. June 25 to begin B-17 flight training. Three

weeks later, it relocated to Great Falis AAB,
Mont., for more training. This lasted until
Qct. 19, when the group took off for Deen-
ethorpe, England, to join the war.

While aircrews hopped their bombers
to England, support troops traveled there

“on'the Queen Mary. On Nov. 3, the group
- reorganized and after three more weeks of

training, they flew into harms way.

_The group’s first target, Nov. 26, was -

Bremen, Germany. The whole group was in
the strike force. Poor weather prevented
visual targeting, so group aircrews used new
radar techniques to penetrate the heavy
cloud cover and hit their marks. No aircraft
were lost. -~ .

. Bythewar’send, 401st crews had “rear-
ranged” factories, oil - refineries, power

plants, V-1 and V-2 rocket sites, marshaling

yards and port facilities throughout Europe.
Latein the war, the group’s mission changed
to denying fuel to Naz forces, and group
bombers destroyed stocks in Holland, Lux-
embourg, Germany and France.

The group earned two Distinguished
Unit Citations, the first for actions during a
Jan. 11, 1944 raid on aircraft production

plants at Oschersleben, Germany. The at-
tack force, the largest launched by 8th Air-
Force up to that point in the war, met excep-
tionally heavy defenses, since the target was -
near Berlin. Enemy flak batteries, anti-air-
craft artillery and fighters barassed the
bombers for three hours. But even with all
that, the mission was still a suciéss.

The group’s second DUC came for
Feb. 20 action, when they again raided air-
craft plants. This time, it was the Erla
Maschinewerk near Leipzig. They encoun-
tered heavy flak but managed to accurately
bomb the factory, which the Nazis had to
close. ' )

The group continued bombing indus-
trial targets near Berlin during early 1944.
The group then switched to bombing tacti-
cal targets, like coastal defense guns and
transportation centers, in' preparation for
the Normandy invasion.

So, five minutes before the D-Day land-
ing, group bombers were taking out gun
emplacements less than 1,000 yards from
the beach .at one of the landing zones,
among other missions that day. '

Most of the group’s actions afier the

June 6 invasion involved providing ground
support, like-attacks on tactical targets dur-

. ing the St. Lo breakthrough, the sicge of

Brest, the Battle of the Bulge, and the as-
sault on the Rhine. During that time, the
group also did strategic missions, primarily
against oil reserves and the remnants of

The group-flew its last combat mission
April 20, 1945, against a marshaling yard in
Brandenberg. -

Apart from two DUCs, the unit earned
campaign ribbons for the Air Offensive,

"Europe, as well as Normandy, Northern

France, the Rhineland and Central Europe.
The group returned to the United
States after its victories in Europe, with its

support troops leaving England May 30,

1945 - tlns time on the Queen Elizabeth.

Continued on Page 8>
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> Continued from Page 7

" Since the war with Japan still raged, the
401st began conversion to B-29 Super For-
tress bombers when it arrived at Sioux Falis

AARB, 8.D. However, Japan fell before the.

group converted to the B-29. Caught up in
the massive demobilization after V-J Day, it
was inactivated Aug. 28, 1945.

Post war - a new lease

Two years later, the group was reborn,
redesignated the 401st Bombardment
Group (Very Heavy) and activated as part
of the air reserve forces at Brooks Fneld
Texas. -

Its June 1949 move to Biggs AFB,
Texas, brought a new name to the group,
the 401st Bombardment Group (Medium).
It remained with the reserves until May 1,
1951, when it rejoined the active forces and
Strategic Air Command. But that was short-
lived; it was inactivated June 25.

Reactivated again Feb. 8, 1954, it got
another name -- the 401st Fighter-Bomber
Group. Along with the 612th, 613th and

- 614th ﬁghtcr-bomber squadrons, it moved
to Alexandria (later England) AFB, La., and
was attached to Tactical Air Command’s
366th Fighter-Bomber Wing. The 615th
FBS remained inactive.

' 'Ihenl:wmissionbroughtancwplaneto
fly. It jumped into the jet age with the
spunky F-86 Sabre. However, in 1955, the
Sabres were replaced with older F-84 Thun-
derstreaks. During its early years at Alexan-
dria, the group trained aircrews, partici-
pated in exercises and did occasional squad-
ron rotations to Europe.

. While at Alexandria, group members
helpedmtheﬁlmmgoftheﬂollywood
_movic, “The McConnell Story.” Pilotsof the

613th and 614th FBSs flew 125 sortiesin F- .

84s painted to “act” as enemy MiG-15s,
during the film’s aerial combat sequences.

The401st went back into F-86s June 30,
"1956. Just one year later however, it began

transitioning to F-100D Super Sabres, of-

which it received 57. Shortly afterward, the
group’s hlstory cnded '

A wing at last

That's because the 401st Fighter-

-Bomber Wing was constituted March 23,
1953, but again only on paper. It wasa’t until
Sept. 25, 1957 thatthewmgwasactually
activated, replacing the 401st FBG at Eng-
’IandAFB La.

US. Air Force Photo

In the beglnnlng:Wlng flew into World War l_l_ ln méjestlc B-17G Flying Fortresses. _

The activation was not a redesignation
of the 401st FBG, which was inactivated.
Rather, the new wing absarbed the group’s
flying squadrons - in¢luding the now acti-
vated 615th FBS. And although the group

had been attached to the 366th FBW, the

new 401st FBW became the 366th FBW’s
equal.

On July 1, 1958 the wmg was again
redesignated as the 401st Tactical Fighter
Wing - and remained so for more than 30
Wing activities remained relatively un-

changed until the mid-1960s. It continued

flying the F-100D and concentrdted on
maintaining combat-readiness. Wing air-
crews took part in exercises - stateside and
overseas - and were rotated to Europe and
the Middle East to support NATO. -

“Some significant events happened dur-
ing this period. The wing set a record for
deployment from Langley AFB, Va., to
Chaumont AB, France, in March 1958 - its
first non-stop dcploymenL One month

later, it did it again -- in a record- breakmg 7

hours and 13 minutes.

Then, in response. to the 1962 Cuban .

Missile Crisis, the whole ‘wing dcployed to

‘Homestead AFB, Fla., where it went on
alert to respond to any emergency tasking

caused by President John F. Kennedy's
blockade of Cuba. When political tensions
ended, the wing returned to England AFB,

Dec. §, 1962. . »
An“cxceptlonalperformance inmeet-

4

ing TAC taskings earned the wing its first
Air Force Outstanding Unit Award for the

pperiod of Jan. 1 to Dec. 21, 1963.

Then, in 1964, thcwmgwcmtowar
agam - in Vietnam. '

Although the wing rcmamed at Eng-
land AFB, its squadrons rotated to Clark
AB, the Philippines. Squadron aircrews also -
flew into combat from such deployed loca-
tions as Da Nang and Bien Hoa AB, South
‘Vietnam; Takhli AB, 'Ihailand;andTainan
AB, Taiwan.

The mid-1960s- brought several organ-
izational changes. First, Nov. 3, 1965, the
wing lost the 612th TFS, which was reas-

signed to Misawa AB, Japan. The 613th,

614th, and 615th TFSs remained. B
" However, the wing gained two more

L squadrons,thoughonlyattached,nbta&

signed 10 the wing. It operational

-control of the 531st TFS Nov. 19, 1965, and
‘the 90th TFS Dec. 5, 1965. However, the

two units soon. returned 10 their parent
units. C : -

Sunny Spaln

Even more organizational changc oc-
curred in 1966. First, the 614th and 615th
squadrons transferred to the 834th Air
Division. On the same day, April 27, 1966,
the wing was reassigned to Torrejon AB,
Spain, as part of 16th Air Force.

It would remain there for 26 years.

Only the 613th TFS accompanied the
wing to Torrejon. But, this didn't leave the
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wing with only one flying squadron. Arriving

in Spain, the wing gained the 307th and
353rd TFS, bringing it back to full strength.

All three squadrons flew the F-100D
Super Sabre and operations at Torrejon
quickly turned to maintaining combat readi-
ness, rotating units to other bases in Europe
and the Middle East, and participating in Air
Force, NATO and Spanish air defense exer-
cises. The wing served as the host American
‘unit on the Spanish base, providing much of

the support needed by other Air Force ten--

ant units.
This type of operatxon continued rela-

tively unchanged until Jan. 9, 1970, when

the wing replaced its aging F-100s with F4E
“Phantom IIs.” The change took place
gradually, with the conversion not com-
pleted until 1972. At about the same time,
the 612th and 614th squadrons rejoined the
wing, returning from combat assignments at
PhanRang AB, South Vietnam. Both units
were assigned to the 401st TFW July 15,
1971, replacing the 307th and 353rd squad-
rons, which departed the same date.
" These assignments brought the wing
back to its.original structure, except for the
absence of the 615th TFS, which was still
assigned to the 35th TFW, in South Viet-
nam.

While the wing’s structure changed,
operations continued like before. In 1973,
however, the 4015t TFW gave up its F4E’s

and received F-4C models. Although this
represented a partial loss in combat capabil-
ity for the wing, the exchange helped other
units gain full contingents Qf the more ad-
vanced F4E.

The wing’s basic mission remained the
same with the F-4C. It took part in joint
exercises with the pre-revolution Iranian air
force, as well as the French, Spanish, Italian

.and othér European air forces, and other

branches of the United States military.
These activities continued after the upgrade
of the wing’s fleet to the F-4D aircraft in
1978.

Falcon fever

A new chapter in the wing’s history
began Feb. 5, 1983, when it began transi-
tioning to the F-16 Fighting Falcon. The
wing regained full operanonal capability
Jan. 1, 1985.

Transition to the new jet contributed to
the wing being awarded its second AFOUA
for the period of July 1, 1983, to June 30,
1985. ‘

-Upgrading into one of the world’s most
advanced and versatile fighters gave wing
pilots capabilities unprecedented in.- the
unit’s history, transforming it into one of the
vital linksin the defense of the United States
and its alies. "

Againthe 401st upgraded, this time into
F-16C and D models, in 1987 and 1988.

U.S. Air Force Photo

Falcons flight: A flight of 401st Fighter Wing F-16Cs fiy in formation over Spain.

- However, alsé in 1988, the govern-
ments of Spain and the United States an-
_nounced the wing would depart Torrejon by
May 4, 1992.

Not deterring, the unit plunged head-
first into Operations Desert Shield and
Desert Storm. The wing again proved itself

--- as a combat force and by providing logis-

tics support to deployed forces in the Per-

- sian Guif region.

After Iraq invaded Kuwait, the 614th

"TFS deployed to Doha, Qatar, becoming

the first American force ever in the country.

“There, squadron members, now part of the

401st Tactical Fighter Wing (Provisional),
worked side-by-side with Qatari, British,
Canadian and French forces. Squadron pi-
lots flew 1,303 sorties and dropped 3.7 mil-
lion pounds of bombs on Iraq’s Republican
Guard, armor, refineries and weapons fac-
tories before war’s end.

“The 612th followed a few weeks later,
and became part of NATO’s Joint Task
Force “Proven Force,” at Incirlik, Turkey.
As part of the 7440th Composite Wing’s 100
fighters, interceptors, tankers and jammers,
unit aircrews helped cripple Iraq’s logistics
lines and take out its ballistic missiles.
Squadron aircrews flew 1,093 combat mis-
sions, dropped 3.9 million pounds of bombs,.
and maintained a 1.3 percent abort rate —
the lowest of the Gulf War.

But back at Torrejon things were hop-
ping too. Wing organizations supported
10,000 MAC sorties carrying 85,000 troops
and 130,000 tons of cargotransiting through
the base on their way to, or from the Middle
East.

‘The wing was awarded its third
AFOUA for its operations from Apnl 1,
1989 through March 31, 1991,

Then, with the Air Force's post-Desert
Storm streamtining, the unit was again rede-
signated Oct. 1, 1991 this nmeasthe 401st
Fighter Wing. _

In late 1991, the wmg started imple-
menting the drawdown plan agreedtobythe
signing in 1988 of the Agreement on De-
fense Cooperation between the United
States and Spain, which called for the wing’s
departure from the base.

The 613th TFS was the first unit to
inactivate- and depart, starting June 28,
1991. The 612th TFS followed Sept. 25,
1991, and the 614th TFS left Dec. 30, 1991.

The 401st FW takes its final curtain call
at Torrejon Monday.
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TJ MEMORIES

\Veterans recall how |t used to be

by SrA. Bob Cumhlw

: The year was 1966 when the
4018t Tactical Fighter Wing
first made its appearance in
Spam, but even then, it was not
the first unit to grace Torrejon -
ABsoil.

Construction of thc fhght
line was finished in 1956, and
believe it or not, some of the
people you see every day on
base were here then, watchmg

hlstoryhappen. \

) "Iherewasntathmgcnthnsbase“
when I first saw it,” said William Yan-
chuck, the manager of the base gas .
station. “T was stationed at Getafe AB
(now a Spanish air force base, located °
about 10 miles from Madrid), working in
the bospital. The first building to go up on
Torrejon was the supply squadron building
—- Bidg. 461 if I remember right. From -
_then on, the buildings went up rapidly.”

- The base was not haif as nice as it is -
now,hesald.'Ihcbulldmgswerepamteda
blinding white, and there were no
sidewalks. The base exchange and
commissary were located in downtown -

Madrid. Facilities were not as large as they

are now; for exampie, the bookstore was
said to be “only large enough for one guy
todohnsboppmg,leavc andthenmguy
toenter.” -
- YanchuckreuredfromthchrForcc
in 1967 and has lived here since. He said a
bigreaaonhedeadedtostaymthcmy
Spanish living and their culture. .
. Another “Torrejon veteran” is retired
’I‘Sgt.Leon‘_‘Pops”Iindscy.Pop’salsor:-
members Torrejon being built, and what
andthcsurroundmgareaswcrc .
like then. -
._,.“Wbenlﬁrstcamebcrc,thcpeseta;
exchange was different. You’d get about -

43 pesctas to the dollar,” he said. “But, in -

thoqedays,rentwasS,SOOpesemsa .
month, and a good meal for three people.

was750paetas.Beerwasll/2pesetas.

. Times were good. -

“The people were chﬂerent also,” he

- said. ‘Theyhvedhkepeopledomrural
towns. You’d walk down the strect and say -

‘hl’tosomeoneandthcy’dstopandsay v
‘hello’ back and tell you wbatwasgomg

. on. Today, you say ‘i’ and they keep

going. They've got things to do, and s0 do
you. It’s just different. 'Ihcy‘vc changed as
Madrid became more modern.

“There were very few cars in the *50s

‘and "60s,” he said. “I remember driving

down to Cine Madrid to watch a movie,
andparhngmymnghtmﬁontofthe

‘theater. You can’t even stop to let some-

one out of the car on that street any-
more.”

" The Spanish culture was much more
“laid back” up until the mid-70s, but there
were a lot of standards for both Spanish -
citizens and military members, according
to CMSgt. Louis G. Marquis, 16th Air -
Force senior enlisted advisor, who has
been stationed at Torrejon for 14 yeats.

‘Women didn't smoke on the streets,
and never wore shorts, Dressés were no
shorter than knee length. To go off-base.
military members had to wear coat and

nn,andE—dsand belowhadacurt‘ewof .
~ midnight. "

“Datmgwashardmthmedays. the
chief said. “Initial meetings with young la-
dneswerenoteasy and dates had to be .-
chapcronedatallumes.And,ofcourse,
we had to meet their families.”

Marquusmdnfmefamuyu;edyoh,

you could do no wrong; yet, getting used
 to the Spanish families’ customs could

take some getting used to: '
' “Iremcmberthcﬁmumelmetmy
mother-in-law,” he said. “They’d fixed a

“meal for me —squid, in its own ink. I
‘wasn’t prepared for that. I-ate it, but I .

wasn't prepared for it. But,ifyougaveme
that same dish today, I'd eat and enjoy it.”

Spain stayed pretty much that way

-until Francisco Franco’s dictatorship

. dissoived, and democracy emerged.

People began to express their views. Spain
started a slow climb to being a contempo-

-rary with their neighbors, France, Italy,
. Germany and other European countries.

“] like Spain just as much as I did in
the 1960s, but for different reasons,” said

" Marquis. “The Spain of today is full of life."
_It’s not just all sunshine ... there’s tourism,

fine cuisine, the culture ... the list goes on.”
" And, with the growth of the Spanish

‘nation, political changes were inevitabie.

In 1988, the United States and Spain
signed an agreement, to remove all US.
military troops from the peninsula.

“I think the base shutting down was
incvitable,” said Marquis. “If we coukd
have looked forward years ago and seen all
the bases located near major capital’s, I
thmkwewouldhavcrealmedthanhcy
would close. -

“Ithmknshardtomamtmnafomgn

- military presence in any capital city in any

nation,” he continued. “I don’t think we
would like to have foreign troops stationed
around Washington, D.C. Our presence is
needed in some areas, and for good
reason,butlthmkbasesncarcapualauu
will disappear.” -

" Although USS, rmhtarymcmbcrnm‘t
be scen at all on Torrejon in a few years,
thcmemoneswillrcmain,andwwmaome_

retirees.

Yanchucksmdbewuld live out his

days here, as did Lindsey.

“My life is here now,” said Yanchuck.

e “T'm not saying I like Spain better than the

states, but this is where 1 plan to stay. I
havethreehdshm andtbey’rehndof

_mmthelrways.

~“I'll miss the base — doggone right 'll
miss it,” be continued. “I'll miss talking to

all the people, the exchange, the commis-

sary - I‘vebeensboppingatcommm

since I came in the Air Force in 1946.

“I’dbelymgiflmdl’mnotgmngto

\ missthebaseatbeAera'ce.But,Pll
adapt.ladaptedwhgnlcamebenin
: 1956 and I can do it again.”
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IN THE MED

U.S. Air Force Photo )

A look back: The Torrejon AB.
main gate as it looked during the
Strategic Air COmmand era of
the 1950& :

i

Base bolsters NATO s southern flank

America’sanswerto the post-
World  War I expansion of -
communism was to increase its

military presence in the fledging
countries' of ‘war-torn Western
.Europe. _ o
Several . European nauons asked for
Amenean military and economic aid, in re-
,_turnallowmgAmermnbasuon their soil,
That was good for American interests and -
helped ensure the safety of America’s allies
<during the post-war reconstruction period.

As the Cold War heated up in the early -

19508, U.S. strategic planners realized

‘Spain’s importance in the defense of the

entrance to the Mediterranean, Southern
Europe and North Africa. And’ tbough
President Harry Truman's government

dndn’tseeeyc-to-eyewlthSpamsFrancisco ‘

Pranco regime, they felt it was better to deal
w:thSpmnthanleavcnopentoSowetmﬂu-
ence.

So, mMateh 1952,theU.S beganncgo-
tiatiomwnthSpamtoopenm;litaxybasesm

their country. They reached an agreement”

"in September- 1953. The U.S. could-con-.
muaandopemteAanomeandNavybases
inSpaininretumforeconomncandmﬂitary
aid.

- Since Spain wanted recogmuon as a
comnbuwt to western defense, Spanish

Ieaders themselves chose Torre]on for the
mamU S. base. Because of this, such issues
‘as Barajds International Airport air traffic
.control conflicts and Madrid as a likely So-

viet nuclear target were set aside. The base -
would be next to the Spanish air force test

and development ccnter m TOI'I‘C]OB de

Conslrucbon of the base began almost
. \lmmediately after the agreement. Spanish

“labor-and materials were used, helping the

. Spanish’ economy. The flightline was fin-
ished in Iate September 1956, but construc-

. tion of other facilitiés delayed the activation

of the base. While construction continued,
16th Air Force accepted control of the base
Dec. 15, 1956. It was designated to oversee

Strategic Air Command operations in Spain

“and Morocco. Final construction-costs ran
about $66.7 million in. 1956 dollars.

. Finally, Torrejon was activated June 1,
1957: A month later, 16th AF and all U.S.

facilitiesin Spainwercreassignedto SAC. A

rotation of B-47s began alert duties at the
base July 1,.1958. .

..The 3970th Air Base (later Combat
Support) Group took over maintenance of

- U.S. facilities and provided- baseoperauom
) support. The group continued this mission
forseveralyears,unee the basedidn’t have
-an operational unit assigned. '

'lhnschangedlan.6 1964, when the first

 operational unit, the 3970th Strategic Wing,

took eomrol of the base It also supponed

the 65th Air Division, responsibie for Span-

\shaxrdefememththeSpamshmrfaee
through 1965. .~ -

In the early 19603, Tactical A:r Com-
mand began supporting strike commit-
ments ‘at forward operating bases on
NATO’s Southern Regjon byrotating state-

. side fighter squadromtobmesmlmlyand:’f

Turkey. But by 1966, because of its Vietnam
War obligation, it could no longer support
the dcploymem& 'lherefore, Air Force re-
assigned one TAC ﬁghter wmg to Torre]on
to continue the duty. - . .
' 'Ihat'swbcn,mApril 1966,the401u
Fighter Wing transferred to Torrejon from
Engiand AFB, La., to take operatiooal con- .
trol of U.S. forces. Simultancously, 16th AF
and the base were reassigned to U.S. Air

_ForeumEurope The wing remained the .

only Air Forceﬁghtermngm theMedncrn- g

_nean region for 26 years.

. AndbeeauseFrancedoaedU.s.bases,'
TorrejonalsobewmetheMeditmneam_
Southern Region main airlift access point.
" Then, in 1988, the United States and

'SpamsignedtheAgreementonDefeme

Cooperation, which stated the wing (which

became the 401st Fighter Wing in 1991)
* would depart the base by May 4, 1992.

But the American presence will not.

enurelygoaway Anairhftsuppat mhdm_'
‘remains.
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THE STORM

Luck had

nothing to

do with |t

by TSgt. Louis A. Annn—Barradu
401st FW Public Affairs Office

Luck had nothing to do with
the 614th Fighter Squadron’s
shining performance and list of
achievements during the Gulf
"War. B
Because, from the moment

the Lucky Devils touched down

at Doha, Qatar, they were ready

for their wartime mission.

* As the first-ever United States military
" force to operate out of the tiny Persian Gulf
country, the unit arrived at a bare desert
base. Within 48 hours, however, thcy were
flying.
: “Westanedwithahangaranda ramp
and built a compiete fighter operation,”.
then squadron commander Lt. Col. Bruce
-A. Wright said. Tents to house the support
troops were set up'on a barren, sandy lot,

less than 100 yards from the flightline.

‘While tent city was going up, pilots were

flying air-to-ground and dissimilar air com-
- bat training missions with their Qatari Emiri
Air Force comrades. The Qataris flew the F-

. 1 Mirage, just like Iraq’s air force. They also

fiew against Qatari missile defense like

those used by the Iraqis.

- . “That was great trammg,probablyme

" best ‘go-to-war’ training we could bave bad
anywhere in the world,” Wright said. ’

"~ When not flying, squadron members

trained their hosts. “You have left a lasting

impression on the officers and airmen of the
QEAF,” Qatari Col. Ahmed Abdullah Sul-
tan Al-Kuwari said,

. Lucky Devil pilots, trained i’ air-to-

- ground tactics, also practiced close air sup- -

Ready for takeoff: A crew chief readies a Lucky Devil pilot for a mission over Irag. -

port and air-to-air strategy. “We started .

flying close air support sorties to support
the Army ... the same units we supported

during the war,” Wright said. “And we had
the best air-to-air training in the theater’

because we flew against the Qatan F-1s,
Just like the Iraqis fly.”
Then came Desert Storm.- x
Fully-loaded “for bear,” squadron jets
thundered into combat Jan. 17, for the first

daylight bombing raid “over Kuirai_t. Two'
‘days later, they flew the first daylight raid

over Baghdad. Facing the most intense

anti-aircraft - and surfacé-to-air missile

threat since the Vietnam War, Wright said,
“We hit targets in downtown Baghdad ~
the deepest targets. We hit one of the city’s

- biggest oil refineries. It burned: for two

b.”

But Jan. 19 was also a costly day for the

- squadron. Two of its pilots were shot down

over the Iraqi capital. Maj. Jeffrey Tice and
Capt. MlkeRobcnsﬁmsbedthewaraspns-
onersofwar

Despite unfamiliar and harsh desert
conditions, -maintainers kept the Falcons

~ flying. By war’s end, the unit had amassed

3,318 combeat flying hours on 1,303 sortics
and dropped more than 3.6 million pounds
of bombs. They achieved a low 2 percent
abonrau:.“Andwedndn'tkneonepenon...
theu‘editgoestoourmnimcmncepeople

Wright said.

'IhoughtheunuwmmactmtedatTor-

- rejon Dec. 30, 1991, its spirit remains. “The

Lucky Devils will be ready to meet —~ and
beat - the challenge head on,” Wright said.
“And luck will bave nothing to do with it.”
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THE STORM

‘Screamin' Eagles rain bombs on Iraq

While coalition forces focused
their Desert Storm raids in Kuwait
and Southern Iraq, the 612th
Fighter Squadron took its own
war to the enemy in northern
Iraq, cutting off escape. routes
and air defense capabilities.

Squadron pilots, maintainers and sup-
port people deployed to Incirlik AB, Tur-
key, Sept. 17, 1990, to fly in Display Deter-
mination, an annual NATO exercise. -

- The following month, their plans were
altered. They became part of Joint Task
Force Proven Force, flying with F-15, F4
and F-111 and tanker units in the first Air
Foroccompos:tcwmg,thc7440th Compos-
ite Wing (Provisional).

During the weeks before Operation
Desert Storm, more people and equipment
began to pour into Incirlik. But, although
excrcising, members of the 612th didn’t
know until Jan. 15whctherornotthcy
would be pan of the war,

Until then, according to Lt. Col. Ted

Carter, then the 612th FS commander, -

Turkish and American government leaders
were working through diplomatic channels
to use Incirlik should there be war.

“We sat on pins and needlestrying to get
a feel for when it would kick off, and if it did,

whether and how we would be invoived,”

Cartersaid. - -
The squadron, much to the surprise of

Saddam Hussein’s armies in the north, did

get involved.

Andwhen they did, it seemed there was
no stopping them.

“The air power of the 612th’s F-16s,

combined with other aircraft assigned to the

provisional wing, attacked and destroyed

- more than 80 targets in northern Iraq.

. Screamin’ Eagle pilots raided air fields,
mobile Scud sites and other important mili-
tary targets, with the objective of taking out
Iraq’s northern air defense network and
“denying them their eyes,” Carter said.

As the war contmued the 612th’s uns-'

sion moved south, including a run to

Baghdad in mid-February. These missions
were aimed at tank repair and armored
vehicle and metal manufacturing facilitics,
as well as Republican Guard forces. -
The squadron’s constant pounding of -
encmy targets “denied the Iragis the use of

" their northern air bases and a sanctuary to

hide their airplanes,” Carter said.
The mere presence of the 612th and
other compaosite force units, seemed to
ﬁ'emthclmqlarmyahgnedon'l‘urkcy's-
western border with Iraq.
FlymgmorcthanlOOOcombatbomb—
ing sorties during the 39-day air war, the
squadron had the lowest abort rate ever

seenmwar—lspercent.'lhcydmpped _
more than 3.9 million pounds of bombes,

. destroying everything from airfickls to
ammunition bunkers and oil rcﬁnenes to

research facilities.

Much to the surprise of Huscnn, the
612th and other units of Proven Force
proved to be a force.to reckon with.

Coming Home: A Screamin’ Eagle F-16 returns home from s wartime duty at Incirlik AB, Turkey
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_Turkey. Their original tasking was to take part in exercise Display Determi- *

THE STORM

Those remalnlng |
hold down the fort

Sgt. Debbie Aragon

mrwmscm

No one knew durmg that first week of August
1990 what was about to come. First and foremost

on. most peoples minds was the 401st Fighter .

Wing’s Unit Effectlvcness Inspectlon set to begm
the following week. -
“Since this isn’t war, let’s excel without break-

_ing our people or our planes ... let’s show the -
mspectors what an outstanding fighter unit looks -

e,” Col. (now Brig. Gen.) James I. Mathers L
- -wduemmmailpanlothecfﬁqcnqofthcmthmurymm

then the wing commander, said.
Little did anyonec know what the wing was todo in the followmg momhs.

.- The inspection was terminated in-progress, and the wing began to
.concentrate its efforts on a real-world crisis -- '
Iraqi forces and the beginning of Operation Desert Shield. The 614th-
. Fighter Squadron and support team quickly mobilized, deployed, and

the invasion of Kuwait by

started flying sorties before theend of the month at Doha, Qatar. Theywere
onlythelecondU.S Air Forces in Europe umttodcploy to the Persian
Gulf. -

'Ihc612thFSandtcamleﬁtwowecblalcr, boundtorlnczrhkAB

nation, but they soon became part of Joint Task Force Proven Force. .

‘replacement people and resources.

‘The 4013t FW, 625th Military Airlift Support Group and their peopie .

‘would prove to be an invaluable part of Operations Desert Shicld and
Desert Storm.

‘Vided around-the-clock support toaircrews flying more than 1,300 missions.
_ amonth. To help keep apirits high, squadron members handled more than

Almost mmedmtcly. Torrejon people began welcoming and canng for
thefimuoopnonlheuwaytothetmm. o i

401st FW members “left manning the fort” conlnbuted ngmﬁcnnlly
towards mission accomplisiiment like:

* 4013t Services Squadron: Served more than 500,000 meals and made

beds for more than 345 ,000 aircrew mcmbcn before the huloncal opera-

tions ended.
* 401st Civil Enpneenng Squadmn ‘Turned mamtcnancc Hangar 6

intoahuge reception and recreation center complete with hundreds of cots

. and showers, erected tents, comlructeda field kitchen, and bulll a?.SO-bed

acromedical staging ares.
* 401s¢ Mission Su

‘comforts including snack bar, mini base exchange and recreational facili-
ties. Their postal facility ensured daily mail movement for transiting troops:-
"7..* 401st Communications Squadron: Air traffic control scrvice pro-

. pport Squadron: Manned Hangaré, t‘ondlylct‘ermd ‘
toas “Motel 6,” around the clock. They provided the basics and many added -

200 morale calls between deployed locations and the United States per

I month. Hugcmmmmmgcmtﬁcwasdmnbmed,kecpmgmfoma

_“tion flowing. .
* 401st Supply Squadton Fuel, fuel, and more fuel. Squadron mem-
... bers pumped more than 225 million galions of jet fuel during the operations

. and shipped more than 9,000 line items of equipment.

* WIRTnmponaqumdmn.Omeonmegmund,mmponmon
nnel bused more than 450,000 aircrew and duty passengers between
thcmghﬂmcandwhctevcrthcymlocall ‘home’ dunng their stay at

. 401|tF|ghwrW'mgHocpnal.Byblendmgmomthan 400 augmenices
thehospumlwuabletoinamembedupamywm

umuthatof
. wlnComptmllchquadmn.'Ihvelpaybeumeawayofhfefor
mcmbenoﬂhulquadmﬂuthcypmceuequuemtonemonhocmndn

. of local and temporary.duty personnel.

* 401st Component Repair Squadron: Members tackied the responsi-
bility of becoming the intermediate level maintenance support center for
avionics and jet engine mmtemneeforthcwquWnndotbaF-m units
deployed to forward locations. . :

-* 401st Equipment Maintenance Squadron: Thousands of tons of
munitions weresuccessfully transferred tmmTone)on unumuomstomge
. facility to Moron AB, without incident. . -

-® 4013t Security Police Squadron: As well as security forTonqon, an
air base ground defense team was assigned to Moron AB to defend wing
. * These wing squadrons and support units accomplished all of this and
more, whileoperating with at least 20 percent of their people deployed with
the wing’s two forward units.

The constant flow of aircraft, peqpleandcargomandoulofTorrqon

_ Support Group's aerial port and consolidated aircraft maintenance squad-
roas, and logistics support from the Forward Supply Location. - .
During the height of Operations Desert Shield and Storm, an average
of89C-5and C-141 transporter aircraftarrived dailyin the Middle East. Of
those, more than 80 percent transited through Torrejon. -
Bythe end of the operations, the group had processed more than 10,000

" airlift missions. That’s compared to an average of 1,500 missions in a year.

Someol'those,the ‘top-priorify Desert. Express C-141 missions to ferry

easential cargo, wereturned around within one hourand 15 nunutes.'l‘hat’

two hours less then the normal C-141 turn time. -
Knomnglhemammo!hmkmgnedwmem,mcmbalotthcmm

" Consolidated Aircraft Maintenance Squadron were hard at work before
What remained at Torrejon AB wasn’t just a third fighter squadron -

the613th FS, but many units, ready and waiting tordeploymcmonosupply i

" transiting aircraft even touched down on Spanish tarmac. As a reault,on a
very busy day in January 1991, 79 aircraft were parked on Torrejon’s ramp
at one time. Duﬂngano(ha%hourpcnodmlhenmcmonlh, 103
missions were launched. -

mesafclyrewvmngcachumﬁtomumammgandhundlmg
lhcmagam 625th. CAMS members, whether permanently assigned or on
temporary duty from another Military Airlift Command unit, amcdout
their squadron motto of “Can Do Maintenance.” .

. Hundreds of thousands of passengers and more than lso,wowmot
cargohadtobeunloadedmdloaded&omthuemm o

Thav’s where 625th Aerial Port Squadron military and civilian mem-
bers kicked in. They did the processing, loading and unloading for all of
those people and resources. That's including, for passengers, making sure
lbeywemacoounledformdboarded lhenghturcnn l‘ortheright
- destinations. ,

' Towtamflgmundumebynllastonehour APSmembalworked
around-theclock. As soon as they completed loading onc aircrafi, they
wueoﬂtomcncnone.keepingumnnmpumeunhonnpouible.

UKeagoodparhngspotnwlheeommmryonpaydays.ahmn

‘oftcnhndlowutton place to park.

Without the 625th MASG and 40m-'\FW here, peopie mi;ht wonder,
just how much “thunder and lightning” lhetewould have been behind
Operauon Desert Storm.
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WING FACTS

Bosses, bases planes 401st had many

The 401st Fighter ng has had-a long list. of

Dunng the 401st Flghteerg (] long and dlstmgmshed '

commanders durmg its 49-year hlstory From history, its men, wqmcn and aircraft have called scveral
World War I through Desert Storm, 36 men have places home.

led the wing. They were:

4010! Bombardmem Group (]-Ieavy)
Col. Neil B. Harding, circa April 1, 1943
Col Harold W. Bowman, June 1943

Col. William T. Seawell, December 1944
Col. Harry G. Libbcy, June 26,1947 -

Lt. Col. James L. Fletcher, circa Octobér 1948

Unknown, June 27, 1949 : E
Lt. Col. William N. Hensley, May 1,1951
Col. Walter G. Benz, Feb. 8, 1954

Lt. Col. Ralph F. Newman, March 1, 1956
Col. Chater L. Van Etteh June 2, 1956

4013( Tactlcal Flghter WIng B
Col. Chester L. Van Etten, Sept. 25, 1957
Brig. Gen. Ivan W. McElroy, April 1, 1959
Col. Albert W. Schinz, June 10, 1960

Col. Niven K. Cranfill, Match 11, 1962
Col. Richard V. Travis, March 15, 1962
Col. William P. McBride, Sept. 22, 1964
Col. Harold G. Shook, June 14, 1965

Col. Clayton M. Isaacson, May 7, 1966

-Bng. Gen. Sanford K. Moats, April 20, 1967

Col. Herndon F. Williams, Nov: 2, 1968
Col. James M. Hoag Jr., Jan. 8, 1970

‘Col: Wilbur L. Creech, Nov. 17, 1970

Col. Tony M. Greget, July 19,1971
Col. Richard G. Collins, Sept. 6, 1972 -

Col. Charles L. Donnelly Jr., Nov. 1, 1973
Col. Benjamin R. Battle, July 17,1975
Col. Anthony T. Sheehan, July 14, 1977
Col. Kenneth W. North, June 12, 1979
Col. Wilfred L.-Goodson, May 8, 1981
Brig. Gen. Albert L. Logan,Jan. 25, 1982
-Col. John C. Fryer Jr., June 29, 1984 -
Col. Walter C.. Hersman, Oct.4,1985
Col. Lawrence P. Farrell Jr. Aug. 17,1987
Col. Patrick W. O’Brien, Aug-10;1988
Col. James L Mathcrs, March 20 1989

4018t Fighter Wlng T
ColL Jerry L. Nelson, July 16, 1991

g

From Ephraté Army AB, Wash., to TorrejonAB, Spam,

the base and dates the wing has been stationed at were:

4018t Bombardment Group (Heavy) -
Ephrata AAB, Wash,, April 1, 1943

Geiger Field, Wash., July 15, 1943

Great Falls AAB, Mont., July 8,1943
Deenethorpe, England, Now. 19, 1943

Sioux Falls AAB, S.D., May 30, 1945

Brooks Field, Texas, June 26, 1947 .

Biggs Air Force Base, Texas, June 27, 1949 o
‘Alexandria (later England) AFB, La., Feb. 8,1954 .

401st Tactléal Fighter Wing -
England AFB, La., Sept. 25, 1957
TorrejonAB Spain, Apnl 27, 1966

401st Flghter WIng

‘Torrejon AB, Oct. 1, 1991

From the Flying Fortress to the Fighting Falcon, the
aircraft flown by pilots of the 401st Fighter Wing have run’
the gamut from ancient bombers to state-of-the-art fighters
-- from slow to supersonic.

Starting with the B-17G Flymg Fonrws in World War -
Il, today's wing pilots fly the supersonic F-16C F‘ghung _
Falcon -- which they flew ifito combat during the Gulf War.

Aircraft flown by wing pilots included:

401st Bombardment Group (Heavy)
B-17G Flying Fortress, 1943-1945
AT-6 Texan and AT-11, 1947-1949
B-29 Super Fortress, 1949-1950

401st Tactical Fighter Wing :

F-86F Sabre, 1954-1955 and 1956-1957

F-84 Thunderstreak, 1955-1956

F-100D Super Sabre, 1957-1971

F-4C, D and E Phantom H, 1970-1983'

F-16A, B, C and D Fighting Falcon, 1983-March 24 1992
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- HOLA 600th

Although Falcon flying mission gone,
Air Force presence remains in Spain

by SrA. Bob Crenshaw
401st FW Public Aftaics Office

As the 401st Fighter Wing
closes another chapter in Torre-
jon AB’s colorful history, another
volume is about to open.

The 600th Air Base Group
will be activated Monday as the
wing departs Torrejon. The air
base group will provide mission
support for the 625th Military
Airlift Support Group which
remains at Torrejon.

Many people staying on after the

wing leaves have wondered what serv--

ices will be left for them, and what
services will leave.

The bottom line is most things won’t
change, according to Col. John L.
Grozier, 401st Combat Support Group
commander, and commander of the air

- base group starting Monday.

“I don’t see a big change in serv-
ices,” said Grozier. “But, the daily hum
ofthe base will be different -- we’ll only
be a footprint of the base as it was.
People won’t see a big change right
away, as many will still be leaving up
until around September. However, after
January, people should be used to the

“air base group and supporting the
Military Airlift Command mission.

“The commissary, shoppette, child
care center, La Cita, they’ll all stay,”
the colonel said. “The rest of the base
will be turned over to the Spanish. The
base will look more like a European
military installation rather thana U.S.
Air Force base because our folks won’t
be seen as much as they were before.
Our people will be nestled in Bldg. 206

and the MAC folks will still work their
operation down on the flightline.”

Although a lot of the services are
not going to change much, the size of
the base will continue to drawdown
until January 1993. At that time the
number of people should be down to
350-400; compared to about 1,800
presently.

The base will be significantly smaller.
From more than 4,000 people last year,
by December the base population will
total from 250 to 400 people, and ac-
cording to the colonel, small bases have
both advantages and disadvantages.

“We’ll be a close-knit group,” said
Grozier. “The group will be so small
and in one area that we’ll all know how
todo everybody else’s job, moreor less.
We'll all know how to get into family
services and how to sign out items for
people coming in. We’ll know how to
contact people in an emergency even if
the Red Cross worker is not in.”

€ € The daily hum of the
base will be different -
- it'll only be a foot-

print of the base as it

was. However, after
January, people
should be used to the
air base group and
supporting the mili-
tary airlift command
mission. We'll be a
close-knit group.

)

Col. John L. Grozlei

~ US. Air Foree Photo
Col. John L. Grozier

To make sure and keep people in-
formed, the group will still provide “cur-
rent” chains of command (because of
so many people leaving from now until
January) and continue the action line_
program.

“We’ll still have a base newspaper
(anew, four-pager),and the action line
will still be active; however, I don’t
think there’ll be as many questions since
the base is so small, word will get around
very quickly,” he said. .

Editor’s note: This is the last edition
of the Raider, as the newspaper, in name,
leaves with the wing. Beginning May 8,
another will be published by the 600th
ABG Public Affairs Office. For more in-
Jormation, contact the public qffairs of-
Jice at Exts. 5050 or 5051.






